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Our Future – Our People



Unprecedented Risk & Reward



Paris Global Climate Accord and
New Zealand options



Local Government New Zealand 
Climate Declaration 2017

“We ask that the Government make it a priority to 
develop and implement an ambitious transition plan 

for a low carbon and resilient New Zealand.” 

“We commit to develop and implement ambitious 
action plans that reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and support resilience within our own councils and 

for our local communities.” 



2009 Study

Author: Prof. Ralph Sims 

13 Global Case Studies

Mix of Targets, 
Incentives, Guidance, 
Voluntary Actions



X X X X



Palmerston North by the Numbers

• 87,000 people & growing – 120 ethnic cultures

• 395 km2 – mostly river (flood) plain

• Research & Development, Education, Health, 
Defence, Agri-Business, Renewable Energy 

• Mayor and 15 Councillors and c. 600 staff

• Portfolios – Environment & Sustainability, Active 
& Public Transport



Our Heart – The Square



Cultural Diversity



Suburban Areas



Nature & Cultural 
Heritage



Council



Civic Administration Building



City Council’s Role
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Goal:  Council is Carbon Neutral by 2050



Ranking Our Actions to 
Reduce Carbon Emissions

1 80



1 10



2 Wind Turbines (on shore)



3 Reduced Food Waste



3 Reduced Food Waste



4 Plant-Rich Diet



4 Plant-Rich Diet



8 Solar Farms



Our Solar Energy Online

8 Solar Farms



Rooftop Solar10



15 Afforestation



26 Electric Vehicles



26 Electric Vehicles



26 Electric Vehicles



30 Methane Digesters



31 Insulation



37 Mass Transit



41 Solar Water Heating



44 LED Lighting - Commercial



55 Household Recycling



55 Household Recycling



56 Industrial Recycling



59 Bike Infrastructure



60 Composting



63 Telepresence



69 Electric Bikes



10 26 69 Integration!++ =



Looking Ahead: 
New Goals & New Actions

• Draft Goal:  City-wide 25% reduction in carbon 
emissions by 2028.

• Sustainability an imperative across all areas of 
Council activity.

• Council will take a systematic approach, make 
pragmatic choices, build in monitoring, build in 
deliverables, measure our success and strive for 
excellence



Thank You

brent.barrett@pncc.govt.nz
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